RS N ENNY
SPECTSHOND

Cite ‘Necessity’ to Murder
Senator Before June 5,
Rngiversary of War

O

By FETER LIHSS

A notebook found in the
Pesadena home of Sirhan Bi-
shara Sirhan had “a direct|
reference to the necessity to;
assassinate Senator Kennedy!
‘before June 5. 1968, Mayor;
'Samuel W. Yorty of Los An:{
geles said last night. 3

The date was the first anni-
versary of the six-day war, inl
which’ Israeli forces smashed:
‘those’ of the United Arab Re-
public, Syria and Jordan.
: Sirhan, a 24-year-old Chris-
.tian Arab, who has described
himself as a Jerusalem-horn
‘Jordanian, is being held in the
shooting of the New York
Senator. :

Justice Department records
indicated that Sirhan came to
(‘ United States with his

Aly in January of 1957 as
immigrants, less than three
months after the Suez war in
1956, lithan was 12 at the'

time.

The family quickly broke up:
in discord, the father staying
in New York to work as a
plumber and then going beck
1o their former Palestine home,
ithe mother taking five children|
to California, where a sixth:
1.Q!3ild immizratad later.
| “sirhan was described yester-
]c’ay by Police Chief Thomas
i Xeddin of Los Angeles as “very
:ceol, very calm, very stable and
‘quite Jucid.”
| Hewas quoted as having said,
“Z prefer to remain incommuni-;
cado,” whan questioned about
the shooting.

.~sayor Yorty. said that the
suspect kad a schedule of
‘Senator Eenrisdy’s speaking en-
gagemeats—for--this month, a
clipping of a columnist’s criti-'
cism of the New York Demo-|
crat—and-$6ir 2100 bills. !

Mayor Yorty's office said that
the clipping ‘was a Pasadena

spaper’s publication of a
ggestion by the Washington
columrist David Lawrence that
Senator Kennedy, while a dove
4n regard to Vietnam, was a
‘hawk in regerd to Arab-Isracli
jhostilities. ‘

| “All I know is he is a nice
¥id,” Said Sirhan, identifying
himself as a brother, declared
in a telephone Hiterview from
Lis Angeles reportad by WCBS
radio here, :
--John Weidner, owner of the
Organic Health Food Store ia
Pasadena, said he had em-
ployed Sirthan Sirhan as a
$2-an-hour
jdeliveryman from last Sept. 24
until March 7, when the man
'left “because he didn't Iike
iwhat I said about his work.”
“He was a man with prin-
ciples,” Mr. Weidner said. “He
didn’t smoke. He didn’t drink.
He always said he wouldn't
lie. But he was emoticnal. e

would resent authority. Ide

didn’t lilze to talke orders.
“When hc¢ was very young,
he saw me.rhers of his family
and friends killed by Isre:.is,
My personal opinion is that I
think he did something to Ken-

he would beip Isrrsl”
$.33,280 Bail

stock clerk and.

nedy becavse he [Zennedy] s~id!

-Mayor Yorty and Chisf Red-:
din szid that ti.e prisoner, hold
in $250,000 bail on six coun:s
of assault with intent to com-
mit raurder, had been identified
threugh two brothers. it

Thz brothers were identified

as Munir, also known as Jos,
and Adel, who had been located:
by the tracing of a .22-caliber
dsistol said to have been uesd
n the shooting,

Chief Reddin said that the
lidentification had been con-
firmed throvgh a set of finger-
rrints on file in Sacraments in
connection with an application
iby Sirhan Sirhan for s jcb as
‘an exercise boy for horses at
the Hollywood Park Race Track,

The application was m-Je
some time-az0 while Sirban
Sirhan was a student at John
Muir High School in Pasadsna,
¢+ In Wachingten, the De
ment of Justice said that Si-han
Sirhan was an alien on perma-
nent resident status, on which
he arrived in New York City
Jan. 12, 1937.

|
Records of the Immigration!

2nd Naturalization Servica g=ve
His birth date as IMarch 18,
‘1944, in Jordan. Jerucalem was
jthen part of Palestine, ang Tart
fWas Jorddn-ruled from the ‘end
of the British Palastine mandate
in 1948 until Israel took over
after the war last June.

The Justice Department s:id
that he had entered the Unitzd
States with his fathe:, i7enii-
fied as Bishara Salamth fihat-
tas Sirhen, and his mother,
Mary Bishara Sichan. Also ar-
riving zt the seme time were
three brothers, listed as .Ac:,
Sharif andé Munfr, arnd a ci-ter,
Ayda. Arother Grother, listed
‘as Sezidallah, arrived in Juns
1960, .

_Strfus Explained

The Jardsn Embassy in Wash-
ington g2:7 in a statement: “We
ceeply regret that the suspect
appears tc be someone of Jor-
idanian origin who is a perma-
'nent resident of the United
States.

“The Jordanian Government
'strongly condemns this crimi-
‘nal act committed against an
outstanding American leader
and pubiiz cervant. King Hus-
sein has alreadv conveysd his
scnsz of shocz and geauins
sentiments  to the Kennedy
family.”

Faderal o.ficials said that an
alien on permanent residant
status is cne who has applied
for permis:i»n to live in the
United States  permenently
whil2 remaining a citizen of his}
country of origin. Such permis-
sion is mozt commonly granted
when the applicant already has
relatives living here or has a.
desired skii, : -

n New Yok, & §9-vear-cold
former Areu INews Agency rep-
iresentntive in Jervsaiemn, who
‘camz here i1 1838 and is now:
woridng for a publiching com-|
rany, seid that Sirhan Sirhan's
parents separated “right away

'{after they came hare”

iazked not to be identified.

Tho feilber, ilie journalist

\ s2id, wont Lack to Jord-n, and

El:’.:;:: a houle in Jerusalem as

ivielt 23 2 new homsz he built

recently in the viliege

Taiyil.a.

Girhan Sirhan is 5 feet 5
inches and waizhs ahout 120
pounds. Kis Iair is dark and
curly. HKis comrlexion s
swarthy. Fe spenks English
wi‘h a slight accent that Chief
Feddin reported seemed “Jamiai-
can or Cuban.”

Ee has been living with the
brother wio goes by the name
of Joz at 696 East Howa:rd
Street in Paszdena, according
ito Mayor Yorty, The Mevwor
isaid it was Joe who owned .he

gun held fo have been used in
the shooting,,and the brother
told police officers he had no
idea how Sirhan Sirhan got the
wezpon,

Mrs. Mavy Sirhen, the sus-
nect’s motier, collapsed after
hearing cf her son’s arvest.

Mayor Yorty said that note-

home dwelled at lengih on the
i74le East conflict.

inational, Mayor Yorty
to have beca wrritten by Sichan
Sirhan.”

“There’s much sceibbling, re-
|peated phrases, many refer-
encas to Sopator Dobirt Ken-
nedy, even some referencss to
Arithar Goldberg,”” the Mayor
wea (ualiad has having said.”

“Tazy're not very clear, Lut
tore's a dirnel volorence {0 the
rne.essity to assacsinats Sonotor

of Et:

hooks found in the prisoner’s;

In & copyrighted Los Angeles:
Intervicw by Radio News Inte;;—i_
raid,
that one notebook “sppoared
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Kennedy before June 5, 1288, I
don’t know why. .
“‘He does a lot ¢f writing pre-
Communist and panti-canitalisi,
‘anti-United Statgs. Evidzntly he
'was quite pro-Afab in the Arah--
Isrzeli matter/ He has ‘Long

‘Live Nasser’ jritten in there, .

“And he sjid he favors Com+
‘munism of}ll types, whether
Russian, Chinese and so forth.

“I's vity dGifficult to tell
from that why he'd want to

ick on Senator Kennedy as the

one that he made relerence to
had to be sacrificed for all
these grievances.”

Chief Reddin said: »

“He almost appeared fo he
the calmest mau in the room.
I spoke with him for about i3
minuies, and he sounds well-
educated, speaks gond English |
.and is a good conversationalist. .
| “We talked about many .
ithings. He wes very rclaxed |
and wanted to talk about just
about everything except the
‘events last might. .

“If 1T were to judge him '
‘strict!y on the basis of cur con-
versation, and that were tha
only basis, I would say he was
a gentleman.” )

In a news conference later,
Chief Reddin szid there was & .
“subversive file” on Sirhan
Sirhan, which, he indicated,
grew out of Arab nationalist
activities.

Dr. M..T. Mehdi, secretary-
.general of the Action Commit-
tee on American-Arab Relzs-
tions, said: - )

“Of course we condemn his
act, but his bechavior reflects
th~ frustration of mnny Arab:
with American politicians who
have sold the Arab people of’
Palestine to the Zionist Jewish
voters.” ’
. John M. Lawrence, chairman
iof what he called “a prc-Arab
radical left acticn group,” led-
erated Americans cgainst Is-
raeli Racism, 57 West 10th
Street, said his organization
would offer financial support’
to Sirhan Sirhan. .

“We're for him, although we .
vrish he hadn’t used the assas- -
sinztion technique,” Mr. Law-
rence, a law rescarcher, said.

Fo daclared that “there are’
no tears in ug Zor Robert Ken-
necy,” whom he “called “the |
advocate of cending American |
jet bombers to Israel so Jews
riay il morc Arobs.”
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Socialist Spokesmen Set Record Straight

i@:fh

Refute Lie tha t%ﬁﬁm

[The following arncle by Peter
Kihss appeared in the Nov. 27
New York Times under the head-
line: “Accused Assassin Belied
Tenets of Marxism, Experts Here
Agree.”]

* k%

Political groups that consider
themselves to be the exponents of
Marxism contended here yester-
day that Marxism opposed assas-
sinations or individual terrorism.
Thus they argued that the man ac-
cused of assassinating President
Kenaedy was not a true *Marxist”
despite his own assertions to that
effect.

The groups expressed concern
over misconceptions that might
arise because Lee H. Oswald had
styled himself a *“Marxist” in a
much-discussed telecast in New
Orleans. They also noted that an
engineer whose wife had be-
friended Oswald’s wife and chil-
dren had said that Oswald “re-
fused to eschew violence.”

Norman Thomas, six-time So-
cialist candidate for President, and
leaders of the Communist, Social-

ist Workers and Socialist Labor

parties and the Progressive Labor
Movement all contended that true
Marxism opposed violence against
individuals.

They cited Karl Marx, the Ger-
1aan socialist, as having long bat-
tled terrorists such as Mikhail Ba-
kunin, the Russian anarchist who
believed in destroying the state.

Marx’s program for achieving
socialism, they held in substance,
envisioned a class struggle, with
the individual counting for rela-
tively little, In contrast, some of
them pictured the idea of the in-
dividual as architect of his fate,
and reactionaries as believing that
destruction of individuals might
affect social change.

Apsart from the socialistic lead-
ers, Dr. Siduey Hook, professor of
philosophy at.New York Univer-
sity, agreed that “Marxist theory
does not believe in individual
violence as a method of social
change and transformation.”

Condemn Violence

“However,” Professor Hook said,
“many Marxists would on occa-
sich not condemn an individual
act of violence if it served some
important social purpose. But they
would condernn most actions of
violence, especially on the ground
that they would act as provoca-
tions or pretexts for repressive
measures.”

L]
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Farreﬁ Dobbs

Professor Hook as well as other:
consider the late Joseph Stalin
Soviet dictator, responsible for the
killing of his rival, Leon Trotsky
Trotsky was killed while in exile
in Mexico in August 1940 by an
alpenstock plunged into his brain.

Dr. ‘'Hook said there had been
“hundreds” of such individual
killins< and said that “some peo-
ple wuo call themselves Commu-
nists” were using such individual
violence at present in democratic
Venezuela,

Ear]l Browder, expelled former
general secretary of the United
States Communist Party, who was

its Presidential candidate in two .

elections, said he was sure that
Stalin had “practiced” individual
terrorism, although Stalin “never
defended it.”

Farrell Dobbs, national secre-
tary of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty and its Presidential candidate
in the last four elections, said that
the killing of Trotsky had “re-
futed Stalin’s contention that he
had remained a Marxist.”

Arnold Petersen, national sec-
retary of the Socialist Labor Par-
ty, said that Marx held Bakunin
and other anarchists in “sup-
reme contenmpt.”

He quoted a letter Marx wrote
to his caughter Jenny on April
11, 1881, in which he said that
another anarchist, John Most, “and
other childish whlmperers preach
tyrannicide as a ‘theory and
panacea.”

An editorial in the forthcoming

iots Favor Terrorism

issue of The Weekly People, edit-
ed by Eric Hass, Socialist Labor
candidate for President in the last
three elections, expresses horror
over the assassination of President
Kennedy.

“It is this deep-seated, guili-
inspired, ruling class fear,” the
editorial says, “that created the
climate in which it is common-
place for overwrought, unstable
and mentally unbalanced charac-
ters to commit irrational acts of
violence.

“They have had it drilled into
their weak minds by the incessant
propaganda of capitalism that, on
the one hand, the individual is
the architect of his own fate, and, :
on. the other, that evil men, (or
those whom the irrational victims
of capitalist madness imagine to
be evil) are responsible for their
private miseries and for the
world’s woes.”

Arnold Johnson, a spokesman
for the Communist Party of the
U.S.A., said the party’s constitu-
tion advocates a peaceful road to
socialism through “the developing
constitutional process.”

It calls for expulsion of anyone
“who advocates force and violence
or terrorism.”

“We constantly,” Mr. Johnson
said, “see the role of the working
class and of the mass movements
and mass struggles of the people
as decisive, We always warn
against any short cuts, any meth-
ods of individual terror, individual
acts which divert from and would
basically prove defeating both as
to immediate as well as to ultim-
ate objectives.”

Mr. Johnson guoted Lenin, first
leader of the Soviet state, as hav-
ing written against “the theory of
single combat” in an article “On
Revolutionary Adventurism” pub-
lished Sept. 1, 1902,

This was against Social Revolu-
tionary Party rivals who were
contending that “terrorists will
win Russia’s {freedom against auto-
cracy.”

. Dobbs’ View

For the Trotskyites, Mr. Dobbs
said Trotsky had wriiten a pam-
phlet in 1934 on “The Kirov As-
sassination,” in which he cited
“the negative aspect of Marxism
towards the tactic of individual
terror.”

(over)



In this, Trotsky quoted an at-
ticle he wrotz in 1911,

It said that “the capitalist state
is not founded upon ministers and
cannot be destroyed with them,”
because “the classes it serves will
always find new men, the mechan-
ism remains whole and continues
its work.”

“The only way that the political
and basic social problems of the
human race can be settled in a
civilized way,” Mr. Dobbs said, “is
for society to be guided by major-
ity decision, which is reached after
full and free public debate in
which all points of view are
heard.

“Individual acts of terrorism in
the last analysis can serve. only
the forces of reaction who want to
repress political and constitutional
liberties because they seize upon
the individual terrorist act as a

pretext to attack the rights of so- *

ciety as a whole.”

Miss Betty Elkin, national sec-
retary of the Socialist Party, de-
scribed the party as a “multi-
tendency” and with non-Marxist
as well as Marxist members. Then
she said:

“The Socialist Party has always
firmly and unequivocally rejected
violence such as assassination and
terrorism, against political op-
ponents, as being utterly contrary
to Socialist principles and incom-

- patible with membership in the

Socialist Party.

“Such violence is abhorrent to
Socialists; it is rather the fam-
iliar weapon of rabid reactionaries,
lynch mobs and demented fana-
tics,

‘“‘Assassination, terrorism and all
such forms of personal violence
contribute nothing to social pro-
gress. It only strengthens the
forces of reaction and repression.”

Milton Resen, chairman of thes
Progressive Labor Movement, per-
haps as left-wing as any political
group now here, asserted that an
attempt was being made “to util-
ize the alleged acts of Oswald to
whip up further the anti-Commu-
nist hysteria in the country.”

December 9, 1

(3

F
0

N

Fejeet Assassination
“This,”. Mr. Rosen said, s e
part o the atmosphere that

zi-Leninists find it neces~ - 7
“ject assassinaticn as a con-
ceivedle form of political strug-
gle. The killing of a man connot
~il.r the course of history.” .
r. Rosen contended that “as-
fnaticn and individual violence
wt and parcel of the capitalist
em.” He sa‘d that President
neQy’s  Admoinistration  had
nly acknowledged its role i
t'ie assassination of its friend Dier:
i1 Bouth Vietnam,” and ‘“wel-
zome¢ with great enthusiasm the
cssassination of Patrice Lumumba,
the great nationalist leader in ths
Zongo.” ’

Mr. Browder, the former Com-
munist Party chief have, said
LIarx had written a eulogy of
President Lincoln, after his as-
sassination, for the Central Coun-
cil of the International Working
Men’s Association on May 12,
1885.

This, Mr. Browder seid, was an
example of a general principle
Marx has “always held” against
assassination,

Marx’s eulogy, Mr. Browder
said, “could be applied to ¥en-
nedy.” ]

He quoted it in part as follows:

“Even the sycophants who year
after year and day by day ctuclk
at their Sisyphus work of morally
assassinating " Abraham Lincoln
and the great republic he hzaded
sland now aghast at this universal
outburst of popular feeling ond
rival with each other to s'rew
rhetorical flowers on hig open
grave.

“They have now at last fouad
out that he was a man neither to
be browbeaten by adversity, ror
intoxicated by success, inflexibly
pressing cn to his grest goal,
agver compromising it by blind
heste, slowly maiuring his sfors,
never retracing - them, ecarricad
away by no surge of popular favor,

S e e g
i

. disheartened by no slackening of
« the  popular pulse, tempering

stern acts by the gleams of a kind
heart, illuminating scenes dark
with passion by the swxile of
humor, doing his titanic work as
rumbly and homely as heaven-
2orn 1ulers do little things with

the grandiloquence of pomp and

vtate, in one word one of the rare

men who succeed in beecoming

great without ceasing to be good. -
“Such indeed was the modesty

of this great and good man that

the world only discovered him a

hero after he had fallen a martyr.”
4



